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�·� UNIVERSITY OF 
 SOUTHERN MAINE 
usm 
Department of Theatre presents 
Written by Chris Gyngell 
Directed by William Steele and Thomas Power 
Friday, December 3- Saturday, December 11, 2004 
Saint Lawrence Arts and Community Center 
76 Congress Street 
Portland 
Director's Notes 
Each year students in our playwriting course, taught by Professor Walter Stump, 
offer their final course efforts to be read and selected for possible productions the 
following semester. The body of potential scripts comes entirely from that class 
and usually numbers between 10 and 15 student playwrights. Profe.ssor Stump 
guides students through this effort, and then the directors select the best play, 
giving it a production with faculty direction, scenic and costume designs and 
budget support. This is a unique opportunity for an untried and unproduced 
playwright to have a full scale production of his or her work. 
An educational process for our students, this program primarily focuses on 
teaching students to work with new and untested material while providing the 
playwright with the opportunity to see what does and does not work. 
Some of our former playwrights have gone on to have their work published and 
to move into exciting graduate programs in the field. Our commitment is to 
produce the plays coming from Professor Stump's class with enthusiasm and 
professionalism. 
W.P.S. & T.A.P 
This play is entered in the Michael Kanin Playwriting Award 
Program and is being considered for the National Student 











by Chris Gyngell 
· Cast 
· Setting. 
Thomas Power and William Steele 




Jason E. Cook 
Jeff Provencher 
Andrew Sawyer 
Stacy Ann Strang 
Time: The months of November and December, 2003. 
A college c�mpu§. Notably: A porch; A park; A dorm room; A coffee hou_
se 
Act One 
Scene On.e: Sat�tday, November); on the porch of a party· 
Scene Two: Sunday, November 2/ TJie Carousel, a poetry cafe 
Scene Three: Friday, November 7-; A park 
·Scene Four: Monday, November 10; A be(lch 
Scene Five: Sunday, November 16; The' Carousel, a poetry cafe 
Scene Six: Tuesday, November 25; Russ and Seth's dorm room 




Scene One: Sunday; December 7; The Carousel, a poetry cafe 
Scene Two: Monday, December 8; Russ and Seth's dorm room _ 
Scene Three: Wednesday, December 10; Russ and Seth's dorm room 
Sc;ene Four: Fr(day, December 12; Russ and Seth's dotm room 
Scene Five: Sunda)!, December 14;-The Carousel, a poetry cafe 
Scene Six: Tuesday, December 16; A park 
Scene Seven: Friday,�December-19; A beach 
Scene Eight: Wedri_esqay, December 31; on the porch of a party 
There rvill be dji.jteen minute ·intermission. 
. Please,-no photos are allowed during the performance: 
Also pleqse turn off beepers and phones as a courtesy to the aCtors and other 
· audience members. 
Artistic Staff Biographies 
Chris Gyngell · Playwright _ , 
Chris is a junior theatre major originally froin Willington, CT. Recently, he 
appeared in The Bald Soprano at Schoolhouse- Arts Center as "The Fire Chief" 
and in the spring of 2004, directed Neil Labute's the shape of thi"ngs for SPA. 
Also in 2004, his one-act end of the world, Missouri premiered in the· lab 
-theatre, helmed by Lindsey Higgins. He'd like to thank everyone who provided 
support for this production, as well as love to family and friends. It couldn't be, 
without them. 
- ' 
Thomas Power • Director 
Thomas A. Power, professor of theatre, teaches acting and directing at the 
-University of Southern Maine and has been writing-and pJ;oducing for many 
years. A playwpght andJyricist, Power has:written many_plays performed 
professionally. He collaborated with Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. in a rewrite of one of 
Mr. Vonnegut's plays. Winner of the 1990 Moss Hart Award for his play 
script, Grannia, Power also publishes regular reviews in Maine's largest 
newspaper. Professor Power is a member of the Dramatists Guild. · R,ecenfly, 
along with Professor Steele, he directed a staged re�ding of A View From the 
Bridge. 
William St�ele · Director 
William Steele, professor of theatre, has been-teaching acting, directing, 
- journalistic drama criticism and speec� at the University of Southern Maine 
since 1967. Professor Steele is a member of the Screen Actor's Guild, . 
Dramatists Guild and the American Federation of Television and Radio Artists. 
He is the author of four books on theatre, an award-winning playwright, and an 
actor of national reputation. Recently, along with Professor Power, he directed a 
staged reading of A View From the Bridge . 
. Charles S. Kading • Scenic Designer 
Charles has taught design and stage craft at USM for 25 years. His professional 
credits include Titanic, Hans Christian Andersen, Ragtime, and Scarlet 
Pimpernel for Maine State Music Theatre; Big River, Mj Fair Lady, She Loves 
Me, Cabaret, and Annie for Philadelphia's Walnut Street Theater; Noises_ Off! 
and Blithe Spirit at the Alabama Shakespeare.Festival. He worked extensively at­
The Alley Theater in Houston where his credits include the US premiere of Alan 
Ayckboume's Henceforward. Charles has also designed scenery for the Seattle 
Repertory Theatre, Intiman Theatre, Cabaret Repertory Theatre· and Portland 
Stage. He is currently chair of the Theatre Department: 
Jodi Ozimek - Costume Designer 
Jodi Ozimek is delighted to return�to USM for her second <_icademic year as 
costume designer and lecturer. Select-USM credits include: The Effects of 
Gamma Rays on Man-in�the�Mo�n Marigolds, Shakunta{a, The Laramie Project, 
and Company. Over the summer Jodi returned to American Players 1'heatre in 
Wisconsin to assistant costume design Cyinbeline. She received her BA in 
theatre from Michigan State University and her MFA in costume and design 
ftom Purdue University. Jodi would like to thank her husband for his endless 
love and support. · 
Brian Hapcic - Lighting Designer. 
Brian Hapcic join.s the faculty at USM this year, relocating from a position at 
the University of So\.lthem Mississippi. He holds a BA in English from Ohio 
University, �nd an MFA in Design and Technology from the University of 
Montana. His specialties are lighting and sound .. 
Matt Meeds- Technical Director 
Matthew Meeds joined the Department in September of 2000. Matthew came to 
'us from the lo�al theatre community where he has worked at the Mad H<?rse 
Theatre,.the Publfc Theatre, and the Theatre-at Monmouth, as well.as "away" 
theaters such as George Street Playhouse .in NJ, Syracuse Stage, and 
Pennsylvania Centre Stage. Most recently he designed the set for last year's 
production of The Effects of Gamma Rays on Man-In-the-Moon Marigolds. 
Kris Hall � Costume Director 
This is'Kris Hall's fjfth season·as the Costume Director. This year she also 
enrolled as a Masters degree candidate in Studio Art at Maine College of Art. 
This summer she designed Pump Boys and Dinettes at Maine State Music 
Theatre. · '  
Kri�tin Kurz - Stage Manager . 
Kristin is native to New jersey,and is a theatre major at USM . .She is studying 
to be a stage manager and she is excited that this is her first Main Stage 
production. Her credits jncfude SPA's Once On This Island and choreography for 
YAGMCB in Action. 
. 
He�tlJer Crocker - Assistant Stage Manager 
Heather is a junior theatre major ffom Dayton, Maine. She has recently 
performed In Six Characters in Search of an Author as. an assistant stage manager 
and is happy to be doing the real thing now. Some of her previous credits 
include Shakuntala, Camino Real, and stage managing Dance USM!-04. 
�ast Biographies 
Jasori Edward Cook - Seth 
. Jason is a junior musical theatre major. Previously at USM, he appeared in 
Company, Into The Woods, Songs For A New World, as "Bat Boy" in Bat Boy 
The Musicaf., as the "Emcee" in Cabaret.(for which he rec.eived an Irene Ryan · 
nomination) and previously this year in The Lar;amie Project. Thanks to Bill and 
Tom, cast ana crew, for a wonderful and educating experience! 
Jeff Provencher � Russ . 
Jeff is a junior theatre major from Biddeford, also studying English .. After years 
of various technical jobs, Jeff is very excited to be acting for the first time in 
five years. 
· 
Andy Sawyer - Bax 
Andy is a sophomore theatre major from Greene, ME. He ts excited to be 
engaging in his first USM show. 
Stacy Ann Strang - April 
Stacy is a sophomore theatre major. Some of her most recent shows include The 
Laramie Project and Shakunrala, for which she received two Alternate Irene· 
Ryan nominations. She also performs with a local professional improv theatre 
troupe. Stacy is very excited to do this show and thanks cast, crew, Bill and 
Tom, 
The Kennedy Center American College Theater 
FestivaiTN 
XXXVII 
Presented and Produced by 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts 
Supported in Pan by 
The Kennedy Center Corporate Fund 
The US Department of Education 
Delta Airlines 
The National Committee for the Performing 
Arts 
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald McNichols 
This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this national theater education 
program are to identify and promote quality in college-level theater 
production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a 
response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected students 
and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving 
scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, playwrights, 
designers, stage managers and critics at both the regional and national 
levels. Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for 
inclusion at the KCACTF regional festival and can also be considered for 
invitation to the KCACTF national festival at the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts 
in Washington, DC in the spring of 2005. Last year more than 1 ,300 
productions were entered in the KCACTF involving more than 200,000 
students nationwide. By entering this production, our theater 
department is sharing in the KCACTF goals to recognize, reward, and 
celebrate the exemplary work produced in college and university 
theaters across the nation. 
Experience Passionate, 
Provocative, and Powerful 
Theatre at USM! 
Main Stage, Russell Hall 
Gorham campus 
Evenings 7:30 p.m., Matinees 5 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 24-Sunday, Oct. 3, 2004 
THE LARAMIE PROJECT 
by Moises Kaufman 
directed by Wil Kilroy 
Friday, Nov. 5-Sunday, Nov. 14, 2004 
SIX CHARACTERS IN 
SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR 
by Luigi Pirandello 
directed by Richard Reade 
Friday, Dec. 3-Saturday, Dec. 11, 2004 
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER* 
by Chris Gyngell 
directed by Thomas Power and William Steele 
·At Saint Lawrence Arts Community Center. 76 
Congress Street, Portland 
Friday, Feb. 11-Sunday, Feb. 20, 2005 
LYSISTRATA 
By Aristophanes 
directed by Ariel Francoeur '05 
Friday, March 11-Saturday, March 19,2005 
THE MAGIC FLUTE 
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
directed by Walter Stump 
musical director Ellen Chickering 
Friday, AprU 29-Sunday, May 1, 2005 
DANCE USM! 
directed by Maria Tzaniabos 
Reservations are recommended 
(207) 780-5151 
Plays and Dance USMI 
$12 general; $8 seniors, 
USM faculty and staff; $5 students 
Opera ''The Magic Flute" 
$15 general; $10 seniors, 
USM faculty and staff; $5 students 
www.usm.maine.edu/theater 
USM School of Music 2004-2005 
Faculty Concert Series 
Fridays, 8 p.m., Corthell Concert Hall 
USM Gorham Campus 
October 1 and 2 
Three Divas in Concert: A 1Oth 
Anniversary Concert 
Judith James, Deborah Hall, Marie 
Pressman. and Edward Reichert 
Spollsorecl by Gorham Savi11gs Ba11k 
October 29 
A Trombonist's View of 
Musical History 
Brian L. Diehl 
November 19 
The Bill Street Songbook 
Bill Street, Ben Street, Ryan Parker, Chris 
Oberholtzer, and Les Harris, Jr. 
Sponsored by KeyBank 
March 4 
The Many Colors of the Voice 
Margaret Yauger and Malcom Smith with 
Judith Quimby 
April8 
Pipes; Stops, Mutes, and 
Trumpets 
Betty Rines and Ray Cornils 
Sponsored by F/Jene's 
April29 
The Music of Bruce Scott Fithian 
USM School of Music faculty and guests 
Sponsored by ARAMARK 
www.usm.maine.edu/music 
� 
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